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1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the intemational search was carried out on the basis of the intemational application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I the intemational search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the intemational application furnished to 
tiiis Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. I \ With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, see Box No. I. 



2. 
3. 



I I Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box II). 
(✓I Unity of invention is lacking (See Box III). 



4. With regard to the title, 

1^1 the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

I I the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

1^1 the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box No. IV. The applicant 
may, within one month from the date of mailing of this intemational search report, submit conunents to this Authority. 

6. With regard to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. ^ 

I I as suggested by the applicant. 

as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 
I I as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention, 
b. I I none of the figures is to be published with the abstract. 
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Box No. n Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for dte following reasons: 
1. I j Claims Nos.: 

I — * because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



□ 



Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the Internationa] application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



□ 



Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box No. m Observations where unity of invention is lacldng (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 

Claim 1-9 relates to "the larger the data sequence number, the larger an 
amount of code data removal, or such that the larger the data sequence 
number, the smaller the amount o£ code data removal" while the special 
technical feature of claim 10 relates to 

"the larger the data sequence number, the higher a quality of a reproduced 
image obtained by decoding the generated code data after the removal of code 
data, or such that the larger the data sequence number, the lower the quality 
of the reproduced image." to provide "an advantage in that there is no need 
to decode the codes after truncation according to the JPEG2000 standard for 
comparison with an image prior to the troancation and to identify proper 
truncation that mindLmizes distortion." 

1 . As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the ^plicant, this international search report covers all searchable 

claims. 

2. I I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of 
^""■^ any additional fee. 

3. I I As only some of die required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 

' only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. j I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 
I — I restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest | | The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant*s protest. 

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Box No. IV Text of the abstract (Continuation of item 5 of the first sheet) 

An apparatus for compressing an image, 
coxoprising: 

a coding imit configured to generate code data by encoding data 
derived from image data; 

a memory unit which stores truncation data items identified by 
respective data sequence numbers, wherein a truncation data item 
specifies a way in which code data is removed from the generated 
code data, such that the larger the data sequence number , the 
higher a quality of a reproduced image obtained by decoding the 
generated code data after the removal of code data, or such that 
the larger the data sequence number, the lower the quality of 
the reproduced image; and 

a rate control \mit configured to identify a data sequence 
number of a truncation data item that provides a code data 
parconeter subustantially equal to a desired value, said code 
data parameter being responsive to an amout of code data removal • 
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A. CXASSinO\TIONOFSUBJECrMATrER 
IntCP H04N1/41, H04N7/30 

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to bodi national classification and IPC 

B. FIELDS SEARCHED 

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

IntCP H04N1/41, H04N7/30 

Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 
Japanese Utility Model Gazette 1922-1996, Japanese Publication o£ imexamined Utility Model 
i^pllcationa 1971-2004, Japanese Registered Utility Mbdel Gazette 1994-2004, Japanese Gazette 
Containing t:he Utility Mbdel 1996-2004 

Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search tenns used) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


PX 
PA 


US 2003/0081847 Al (Yutaka Sato) 2003.05.01 & 
JP 2003-101787 A (Ricoh Company, Ltd.) 
Fig 8 Column [0059] Claim 1,4 


1-9 
10 


X 


EP 1 158 774 A2 (Eastman Kodak Company) 
2001.11.28 & iTP 2002-64710 A Claim 1 


10 


X 


EP 1 158 773 A2 (Eastman Kodak Company) 
2001.11.28 & JP 2002-57903 A Claim 1 


10 


PA 


JP 2004-56605 A(Nihon Hoso Kyokai) 2004.02.19 
Family: NONE Claim 1 


1-10 


A 


JP 2003-324612 A (Ricoh Company, Ltd.) 
2003.11.14 Family: NONE Claim 1 


10 


A 


JP 8-204970 A(Fuji Xerox Co Ltd) 1996.08.09 
Family: NONE Column [0033] 


1-10 



I I Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. | | See patent family annex. 



"O" 
Date 



Special categories of cited documents: 

document defining the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

earlier application or patent but published on or after the inter- 
national nling date 

document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which 
is cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other 
special reason (as specified) 

document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other 
means 

document published prior to the international filing date but later 
than the priority date claimed 



''T** later document published after the international filing date or 
priority date ana not in conflict with the application but cited to 
understand the principle or theory underlymg the invention 

"X** document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot 
be considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an 
inventive step when the document is taken alone 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot 
be considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such 
combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art 

'*&'^ document member of the same patent family 
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